
Minutes of the  

Lake Loramie Improvement Association 

Meeting of February 19, 2019 

 

Leon Mertz, President, called LLIA’s first meeting of 2019 to order at 7:30 p.m. at The Oak Tree. Julie 

Stueve, Sergeant at Arms, called the roll; all officers and trustees were present. Additionally, 24 

association members were present. 

 

Belinda Wolaver, Treasurer, read the year-end Treasurer’s Report and went through the 2018 fees and 

expenses. Fred Shellenberg made a motion to accept, Tom Budde seconded the motion, and the report 

was unanimously approved. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Membership: Belinda Wolaver reported that we have 232 members, 60 new, and 16 business members. 

 

Website and Social Media: Daniel Mertz went over how many visitors the LLIA website had. He also 

discussed the success of the store/merchandise made available through the site. 

 

Leon then gave an update on the LLIA Facebook page and the active engagements that the page 

received. 

 

Wildlife funds: Julie Stueve discussed needing to obtain a DUNS and SAM number for LLIA. This is 

needed to obtain federal grants. She also went over the Coonskin Cap Brigade, Passport to 

Fishing, and a possible kayak fishing program. Leon Mertz asked for volunteers to run the 

Passport to Fishing program. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Liberty Days: nothing new to report 

 

Fall Festival: Will be help September 13th-15th.  Leon reported that he is working on new entertainment.  

 

Adaptive Launch: Leon introduced ideas such as having picnic tables, swings, parent/child type swings, 

and ADA style bikes. The dedication will be held June 7th with the state and June 8th will be an 

awareness day that is open to the public. 

 

New Business: 

 

We are looking for a new liaison for the Friends of Ohio State Parks, Inc. Members discussed the pricing 

for the memberships. Doug Winner made a motion to accept the membership pricing, Anne Deiters 

seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

 

Angela Dulaney brought the group up to date on the Recreation Guide. It will be a 40-page spread this 

year. The members thanked Angela for the great job she does every year. It is very much appreciated. 



 

Belinda went over the donations and thought LLIA should contribute $600 to the Kids Fishing Derby 

which would match the funds received from ODNR. Fred Sullenberg made a motion to pass, Doug 

Winner seconded the motion; motion passed. 

 

Speaker: Jason Whitman, Park Manager 

 

Jason updated everyone on the 2018 completed projects to include: the dam completion, 24 

new hookups in the camping area, the new fitness trail with five stations, 16 new trees for the 

“Adopt a Tree” program, Eagle Scout project, the great help that the boy scout troops are with 

the “Adopt a Trail” program, the parking lot and trail completion by Daniel’s shed, and the need 

for better signage around the campground. 

  

Jason also covered the goals for 2019: Adaptive Launch entering a new phase, Eagle Scout 

projects, speaking with the Division of Forestry about tree management in the park, opening 

more spots for Fall Fest vendors, seasonal help, fishing derby which will by May 4th, and the FAA 

crops and educating the students. 

 

For geese control the park will allow dogs off a leash at the beach again from February 16 

through May 17. 

 

The DARE program will run Tuesdays and Thursdays for the first 3 weeks in June. The meetings 

will be on Earl’s Island. This program has had a lot of success in the past and kids really enjoy 

this time. 

 

Speaker: Tim Rourke, State Wildlife Officer 

 

Licensing – Ohio residents can now choose from a 3-year, 5-year, 10-year, or lifetime hunting or 

fishing license. Prices listed on the ODNR website. 

 

The Division of Wildlife wants everyone to know that they look at and appreciate all the 

feedback that is received.  

 

Tim also went over the cadets in the Wildlife Academy, Creel Clerk opening to survey anglers on 

Grand Lake, AEP property, Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in deer population (not currently in 

Ohio), and the Division of Wildlife wrapped up “Operation North Coast” after 2 years. 

 

Leon turned the meeting over to Brian Miller. Mr. Miller stated how impressed he was by the size and 

support of the LLIA. He also spoke about the new dam. 

 

Leon asked the group for a moment of silence for Mr. Werner Schmiesing, an avid outdoorsman and 

sportsman. Mr. Schmiesing dedicated countless hours to Ohio’s wildlife programs and his expertise and 

adventurous attitude will be deeply missed. 

 



Angela Dulaney won the 50/50 raffle drawing. We will draw for the Ducks Unlimited banquet tickets at 

the next meeting. 

 

Anne Deiters made a motion to end the meeting. Doug Winner seconded the motion and the meeting 

was adjourned. The next meeting will be March 19, 2019 at The Oak Tree. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christine Van Iderstine, Secretary 


